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In 2003, the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS) 

defined the key principles for building an inclusive 

Information Society
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Stakeholders

ICT Infrastructure

Knowledge Access

Capacity Building

ÁDevelop national e-strategies including the necessary human capacity building 

ÁInitiate at the national level a structured dialogue involving all relevant 

stakeholders

ÁEnable universal, sustainable, ubiquitous and affordable access to ICTs by all, 

to provide sustainable connectivity and access to remote and marginalized 

areas at national and regional levels.

ÁCreate and implement ICT policies that promote more ICT private investment

ÁIncrease inclusive information society which encourages the access and 

contribution of information, ideas and knowledge

ÁRemove barriers to equitable access to information to social, political, health, 

cultural, educational to facilitate access to public domain information 

ÁEncourage the use of ICT in all stages of education, training and human 

resource development

ÁEnhance a sustainable development of the Information Society, and national 

capability in ICT research and development

Source: WSIS Outcome Documents 2005 
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In 2003, the WSIS defined the key principles for building an 

inclusive Information Society (continued)
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Cyber Security

ICT Applications

ÁStrengthen the trust framework, including information security and network 

security, authentication, privacy and consumer protection. This is a prerequisite 

for the development of the Information Society

ÁPrevent the potential use of ICTs for purposes that are inconsistent with the 

objectives of maintaining international stability and security, and may adversely 

affect the integrity of the infrastructure

ÁEncourage the rule of law, accompanied by a supportive, transparent, pro-

competitive, technologically neutral and predictable policy and regulatory 

framework reflecting national realities. This is essential for building a people-

centred Information Society Governments

ÁPromote dynamic and enabling international environment, supportive of 

foreign direct investment, transfer of technology, and international 

cooperation, particularly in the areas of finance, debt and trade

ÁICT aims to contribute to sustainable production and consumption patterns

ÁThe ICT application has to be user friendly, accessible, affordable and 

adapted to local needs languages and culture

Source: WSIS Outcome Documents 2005 
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In 2003, the WSIS defined the key principles for building an 

inclusive Information Society (continued)
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Source: WSIS Outcome Documents 2005 

Media

Ethical 

Dimensions

Cooperation

ÁEncourage the Freedom to seek, receive, impart and use information for the 

creation, accumulation and dissemination of knowledge

ÁPromote peace and uphold the fundamental values of freedom, equality, 

solidarity, tolerance, shared responsibility, and respect for nature

ÁImplement concrete international approaches and mechanisms, including 

financial and technical assistance

ÁThe aim is to bridge the digital divide, promote access to ICTs, create digital 

opportunities, and benefit from the potential offered by ICTs for development

Cultural Diversity ÁThe creation, dissemination and preservation of content in diverse 

languages and formats must be accorded high priority in building an 

inclusive Information Society
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The WSIS principles were translated into an action plan, with 

targets, to guide the achievement of the goals

Objectives

ÁTo connect villages with ICTs and establish community
access points;

ÁTo connect universities, colleges, secondary schools and
primary schools with ICTs;

ÁTo connect scientific and research centres with ICTs;

ÁTo connect public libraries, cultural centres, museums, post
offices and archives with ICTs;

ÁTo connect health centres and hospitals with ICTs;

ÁTo connect all local and central government departments
and establish websites and email addresses;

ÁTo adapt all primary and secondary school curricula to meet
the challenges of the information society;

ÁTo ensure that all of the worldôspopulation have access to
television and radio services;

ÁTo encourage the development of content and put in place
technical conditions in order to facilitate the use of world
languages on the internet;

ÁTo ensure that more than half the worldôsinhabitants have
access to ICT within their reach.

2015 Targets

Build an inclusive information 

society

Put the potential knowledge 

and ICT at the service of 

development

Promote the use of information 

and knowledge for the 

achievement of the Millennium 

Development goals

Address new challenges of the 

information society

Source: WSIS Outcome Documents 2005 



A multi-stakeholder approach was proposed to achieve the 

action plan and surmount the envisaged challenges
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ÁHave a leading role in developing and 

implementing comprehensive, forward-

looking and sustainable national 

e-strategies in dialogue with private 

sector and civil society

ÁPrivate sector is important in developing 

and diffusing ICTs for infrastructure, 

content and applications

ÁThe private sector is not only a market 

player, but also plays a role in a wider 

sustainable development context

Á International and regional institutions 

play a key role in integrating the use of 

ICTs in the development process and 

making available necessary resources 

for building the Information Society and 

for the evaluation of the progress made

ÁCivil society is equally important in 

creating an equitable Information 

Society, and in implementing ICT-

related initiatives for development

Government Private Sector

Civil Society
International 
Community

Source: WSIS Outcome Documents 2005 



With the 2015 timeline fast approaching, it is imperative to 

evaluate and assess Nigeriaôs progress towards actualizing 

the goals
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Role of governments and all stakeholders in the promotion of 

ICTs for development
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Á Nigeria has developed the ICT Vision 2020 plan 

which details the vision for the sector, the 

objectives, goals/ targets; initiatives and an 

implementation plan

Á The government through MDAs have organized 

several conferences and PPP programs

Á The Nigerian Information Technology 

Development Agency (NITDA) in collaboration 

with the United Nations Economic Commission 

for Africa (UNECA) coordinated the 

development of the National ICT4D Strategic 

Action Plan

Á Despite 22% growth in 2008 (122 position from 

134 in 2007), deliberate actions required to 

move Nigeria up the IDI ladder by improving 

access, use and skills

ICT Development Index (IDI) Value 

Growth (%) (2007 ï2008)

Source: Measuring the information Society 2010

Actions Taken

Improvement Opportunities

1

The IDI captures the level of advancement of ICTs in 159 

countries worldwide and compares progress made between 

2002 and 2008. It also measures the global digital divide and 

examines how it has developed in recent years.



Information and communication infrastructure: An essential 

foundation for the Information Society
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Á Improved mobile penetration and broadband 

network infrastructure

Á Public Private Partnership with Galaxy 

Backbone and Main One cable to improve 

quality of ICT services to government 

establishments and underserved 

communities 

Á Telecommunications providers continue to 

increase network coverage to the rural areas 

which has aided mobile penetration 

Á Reduce cost, availability and quality of 

infrastructure

Á Extend ICT connectivity for all schools, 

health institutions, libraries, post offices, 

community centres, museums and other 

institutions accessible to the public

Á National Broadband Infrastructure 

Comparison in Nigeriaôs 2007 & 2008 ICT usage

Source: Measuring the information Society 2010

Mobile Cellular Penetration Rate 2000 - 2015
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Improvement Opportunities
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